eder’s continues long family tradition 
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"Pete Neder (left) is shown at his 


years ago. This photo of Neder, 
who died in 1972, was taken in 
1951. (Above) Gary Lively, Shelly 
Lively and Bill Neder stand out- 
side the recently reopened ser- 
vice portion of Neder's in 
Washougal, located on E Street 
near Hathaway Elementary 
School. Photo above by Mara 
Stine. The remaining photos 
courtesy of Neder's. 


Q Neder’s Service 
reopens in Washougal 
threes years later 


By Mara Stine 
Post-Record Staff 


Those new to the area might look 
at the service station that just opened 
up next to Neder’s Cafe in Washougal 
and think it’s new. But really, it has 
just been passed down to the next 
generation after a three year respite. 

Once again, Neder’s Service was 
passed from father to son — or in this 
case to son-in-law — continuing a 
two-fold family tradition. Gary Live- 
ly took over the business, located at 
2507 E St., in early November — al- 
most three and a half years after his 
father-in-law, Bill Neder, shut it 
down. 

Bill closed the service station 
doors in July of 1995 when it just be- 
came too expensive to run. But Live- 
ly, who is married to Shelly, the 
youngest of Bill and his wife Jane's 
five daughters, thought it should be 
reopened. 

“The place just had too much po- 
tential to let it go,” he said over a cup 
of coffee in Neder’s Cafe, where 
Shelly works alongside Jane. 

With its two bays for lubrication 
and oil changes, Neder’s Service still 
has that old-time touch, but the gas 
pumps out front have been replaced 
with boxed flower beds. This cuts 
costs enough for the place to make 
ends meet, but Lively hopes that by 
focusing on the station's service end, 
business will eventually become 
more profitable than ever before. 

All of this comes as a pleasant sur- 
prise to Bill, who said that when he 
closed the service shop, he thought 
that was it. He never imagined that 
Lively, who pumped gas for Bill back 
in 1982 just after getting married to 
Shelly, would carry on the torch. 

But Lively saw a number of advan- 
tages to taking over the business. For 
one thing, it’s close to where he and 
Shelly live on 32nd with their two 
daughters, Jessica, 5, and Jacob, 3. It | 
would eliminate his lengthy com- 
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would give him a chance to do what 


cafe that he opened along with a__he enjoys. as a! 
service station more than ibaeet ve always been interested in— 


turning a wrench and working on 
rigs,” he said, “The place just had too 
much potential to be boarded up.” 
Bill agrees. “There’s no sense in 
having a business vacant,” he said. 
Plus it continues a family 
that began with Pete Neder - 
father and Lively’s grandf 
law — more than 50 years | 
Born in Baker, Ore., 
started out in the cand 
when things didn’t: 
partner, he lost a coin | 


of the enterprise. Later, they ended up 
becoming friends again, but it was 
that coin toss that led Pete to 
Washougal. 

On this side of the river, he leased a 
service station just one block from 
where Neder’s Service is now located 


Pete Neder, date unknown 


during the 1930s. But when the rent 
was raised, Pete decided to build his 
own station. 

Neder’s Service opened up in 
1946, along with the small cafe that 
he built right next to it, which was 
leased and became Don’s Cafe. The 
establishment was a Greyhound bus 
station before State Route 14 — lead- 
ing into the Columbia River Gorge — 
replaced the old highway we now 
know as E Street. 

All the while, folks from near and 
far stopped at the place either for car 
repairs or a bite to eat. Pete worked 
two jobs: He ran the shop and drove a 
Washougal school bus for 18 years, 
with his wife, Gracia, watching over 
the filling station while Pete drove his 
route. 

Later, during the-*S0s, Gracia took 
over the restaurant as a cook, while 


Pete worked next door. They had two 


children, Bill and Norna, who now 
lives in Plantation, Fla. 

Bill, however, lives in the gray 
house with turquoise trim that he 
grew up in — located just across 
from Neder’s Cafe and Neder’s ser- 
vice. 

He also grew up working in the 
shop, but this he said wasn’t up to 
him: “Whatever I wanted I could 
have, but I was going to work for it,” 
he said, adding that he has come to 
appreciate the work ethic his parents 
instilled in him. 

After high school, Bill served in 
the Army from 1956 to ‘58. After the 
service, he studied education at Cen- 
tral Washington University in Ellens- 
burg, Wash., where he met his first 
wife, had a child and moved back to 
Washougal in 1961. 

Once in Washougal, he spent 11 
years working for Crown Zeller- 
bach’s technical department as a 
tester. Then he and his second wife, 
Jane, decided to take over both busi- 
nesses — with him in the shop and 
her in the restaurant — starting July 
1, 1972. But Bill ended up working at 
the mill an extra week, during which 
Pete had a heart attack and died. 

Shortly thereafter, Neder’s Cafe 
was expanded — everything east of 
the front door was part of the remod- 
el. Then Gracia died in 1980, just 
around the time her granddaughter 
Shelly began dating Lively, a young 
man who was born and raised in the 


area. 

“Now it’s the same situation, just a 

different generation,” Lively said. 

“Shelly cooks and I run the shop. 

Jane’s still here, too.” | 
Neder’s Service is open from 6:30 


